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The Concept of Moderation in
Zhou Dun-Yi’s Annotations to Taijitu
from Perspectives on Dingjing Thought

in the Guanzi

Chung-Hsiu Huang”

Abstract

In general, people think Annotations to Taijitu or Tongshu (Penetrating
the Scripture of Change) were influenced by Zhongyong and Commentary to
The Book of Changes. Therefore, the dingjing skill and thought of Zhou Dun-Yi
were also considered to be originated from Zhongyong or Commentary to
The Book of Changes. However, based on my previous research “Influence
of the Guanzi’s Dingjing Thought upon Zhou Dun-Yi’s dingjing Skill: From
Perspectives of Thought and Structure of Zhu Dan-Xi’s Triad Melancholy
Theory,” it showed that the implementation and discourse system of “with
tranquility in mind and integrity in appearance, the world can enjoy benevolence
and righteousness” in the Guanzi could certainly correspond to the argument
of “one settles himself in moderation, benevolence and justice.” As a result,
the concept of moderation in Annotations to Taijitu could interpret from the

viewpoint of “tranquility in mind and integrity in appearance” in Neiye

*  Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of Philosophy, National Central University.
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(Internal Work) of the Guanzi and be understood more concisely from another
perspective.

Therefore, the author first organized the interpretations of Liu Ji-Shan
and Mo Zong-San, compared with several viewpoints of Japanese scholars
Hiroshi Ogiwara and Takehiko Okada and achieve a possible explanation of
“tranquility in mind and integrity in appearance” in Neiye. On the one hand,
the concept could logically cover the argument of Ogiwara who interpreted
moderation as “utmost righteousness.” On the other hand, it could satisfy the
form of the so-called “no tranquility existing without moderation, benevolence
and justice” of Zhuzi in philosophical documents. As in the mode of “tranquility
in mind and integrity in appearance,” we could place the doctrine of emphasizing
tranquility of Zhou Dun-Yi in the moderation concept and expand the strength
of Zhou Dun-Y7’s theory of self-cultivation through the implementation mode
of “inner tranquility and outer respect.” Thus, the concepts of “tranquility in
mind” and “without desire” contain ontological significance, and are comparable

to the cosmological discussion of Zhou Dun-yi.

Keywords: dingjing, moderation, Guanzi, Annotations to Taijitu, inner

tranquility and outer respect
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