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Can Zhu Xi’s Theory of Mind Respond
to Moral Responsibility?

Yu-Zheng Liao®

Abstract

A commonly held view concerning moral responsibility is that someone has
a moral responsibility for some action if and only if someone makes actions
freely. In other words, if someone cannot avoid doing actions to be morally
condemned, it is not attributable to moral responsibility. Can Zhu Xi’s theory of
mind and ethical thoughts—xin-tong-xing-qing s %P4 5 —respond to the
attribution of moral responsibility? Scholars have different opinions and to what
extent their disagreement ranges is the focus of this paper.

The conclusion of this paper is that the intertwining of these research
approaches can be regarded as philosophical problems of the Chinese style
concerning compatibilism and incompatibilism. This problem cannot be solved
unless its metaphysical problem is dealt with in the first place. However, in addition
to the above solution, perhaps we can see xin <3 as emergence of xing-qing M 1%,
and imagine a special vision of ontological gong-fu T % and experience, taking
care of thoughts like han-yang-xing-cha &% 4 5%, ge-wu-zhi-zhi ¥4 3 4w,
ke-ji-zhu-jing 3%, T 4. We then adapt the famous statement of Peter van

Inwagen as follows: “there is mysterious gong-fu between xin and xing-qing.”

Keywords: Zhu Xi, xin-tong-xing-qing, theory of mind, moral responsibility,

free will
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