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Zhuxi on True Knowledge
and It’s Motivational Efficacy

Hong-Xin Lin*

Abstract

This paper tries to explain the idea of motivational efficacy included in
Zhuxi’s concept of “true knowledge” by analyzing the content and structure of
this concept, and to face the challenge of the Humean problem through T. Nagel’s
theory. For Zhuxi, the knowledge of “knowing without being able to act” (zhi er
bu neng xing) is merely knowledge of a shallow kind as the true knowledge will
definitely lead to action. In a given situation, the better a man knows what good
is, the more likely he acts according to his judgment. When a man’s knowledge
reaches the highest degree, he will completely follow it. This kind of knowledge
(“true knowledge”) is not only the one that man acts according to what he knows,
but also the one that man should do. The latter originates from one’s own mind,
and it can be known only through self-reflection by gaining the motivational
efficacy determining why a man does this way rather than the other in moral

actions.
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