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Zhu Xi’s Critique of the Hu Xiang Scholars’
Understanding of “Humaneness”:
An Analysis of How Zhu Xi’s View Differs
from Hsieh Liang-Tso’s as Contrasted
with Cheng Hao’s Interpretation

Hsiang-Min Shen”

Abstract

This paper focuses on two famous debates concerning “humaneness”
between Zhu Xi and the Hu Xiang scholars. Based on the survey of literature,
this paper tries to justify, at least partly, what Zhu Xi comprehends about the
philosophical position of Hu Xiang School.

According to Zhu Xi’s philosophy, “humaneness” specifically labels the
complete virtue of mind which exemplifies excellent qualities. On the one
hand, Zhu Xi objects to the claim of those Hu Xiang scholars that
“humaneness” can be defined as “vivid perception”; on the other hand, he
argued that perception is by nature attributed to the intellectual virtue,
although the humane person certainly possesses the competence of
perception. As a matter of fact, the key point of the two debates between Zhu
Xi and the Hu Xiang scholars is how to treat Hsieh Liang-Tso’s

interpretation of humaneness.

" Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Soochow University (Taiwan).
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Furthermore, this paper argues that Cheng Hao, Hsich’s teacher,
illustrated distinctively the concept of humaneness in his own analogical or
metaphorical way, but Hsieh’s formulation of it is akin to definition of a
certain kind. This missed link or the rhetorical nuance is the reason why the
Hu Xiang scholars follow Hsieh’s approach to humaneness and Zhu Xi has

to argue against their ideas of humaneness.

Keywords: Humaneness, Zhu Xi, Hu Xiang scholars, Hsieh Liang-Tso,
Cheng Hao
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