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Intellectual Intuition and Imagination:

Mou Zongsan and Heidegger on Finitude

Po Hei, Lau"

Abstract

At the first glance, Mou Zongsan's and Heidegger’s interpretations of
Kant seem to be irrelevant to each other. The former focuses on “intellectual
intuition” while the latter on “imagination”. In fact, the nexus between them
may be more complicated. In Kant and the Problem of Metaphysics,
Heidegger suggests that the essence of cognition in general is intuition and
the receptivity of sensible intuition is the root of human finitude. We can
conclude his thought into the following theses: (1) Human beings have only
sensible intuition; (2) Human beings are finite. In his Zhi de zhijue yu
Zhongguo zhewue, Mou translates §16 and §25 of Kantbook and he claims
the following theses in contrast to Heidegger: (1) Human beings can have
intellectual intuition; (2) Human beings are finite and yet they can be infinite.
Mou is determined to go beyond the line delimited by Heidegger. Therefore,
Mou thinks that human beings should have “intellectual intuition” and thus
they are able to create “thing-in-itself”. In this paper, I try to argue that
Mou’s doctrine is not a reformulation of Kant’s philosophy, but an
illustration of a relation between “heart-mind” and “thing”: Heart-mind is an

ability to bestow value on other things.

" Lecturer, University General Education, The Chinese University of Hong Kong.
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Despite Mou’s doctrine is not as radical as we may think, we can still
consider that he exaggerates the status of human beings. Mou puts his
ontology out of time and he regards an infinite noumenon as the ground of
his ontology. In Heidegger’s opinion, this is doomed to failure. In Kantbook,
Heidegger highlights the concept of imagination in order to show that human
beings are both sensible and intellectual. Any concept is worth to be cognized
only if it goes through a procedure by imagination—schematized—and then they
have spatial-temporal elements. In this sense, there is not a separation between
understanding and sensibility, spontaneity and receptivity. All in all, human
capacity to reason cannot separated from finitude. Under Heidegger’s
challenge, Mou’s radical claim on “infinite heart-mind” seems not possible

to stand firm.

Keywords: intellectual intuition, imagination, finitude
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