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Being and Non-Being, Root and Branch,
Substance and Function:
The Philosophical Innovation

in Wang Pi’s Interpretation of the Classics
Yong Hu"

Abstract

The remarkable philosophical innovations revealed in the interpretations
of the classics, which has on the one hand contributed to the Sinicization of
Buddhism and to the development of Neo-Confucianism, and has provided
valuable intellectual sources and theoretical models on the other, are probably
the reason why metaphysics in Wei and Jin Dynasties played an important
role in Chinese philosophy. The essence of Wang Pi’s philosophy consists in
three pairs of concepts, being and non-being, root and branch, and substance
and function, by which his philosophical innovation can be illustrated. I try
to show Wang Pi’s philosophical innovation in three ways: i. from the concept
of Being and Non-Being, a new connotation or logic can be found in the
ancient concepts. ii, from the concept of root and branch, the logical sequence
of the text can be clarified. iii, from the concept of substance and function,
the process of rendering brand-new meaning by employing new conceptual

categories as framework (or logic) is demonstrated. This essay attempts to

" Ph. D. Candidate, Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University.
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show the philosophical innovation in Wang Pi’s philosophy through these

three pairs of concepts.

Keywords: being and no-being, root and branch, substance and function,

interpretation of the classics, Wang Pi
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