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Metaphysical Predicaments in Mao Zhongsan’s
“Science Kei-Chu-Lun” :
Could Modern Science Be Developed Out of

Chinese Culture Based on Confucianism?

Ruey-Lin Chen”

Abstract

The key question which new Confucians in the twentieth century attempted
to solve is “Can Confucianism-based Chinese culture adopt Western modern
science?” Their program is Mou Zhongsan’s distinguished “Kei-Chu-Lun,”
which claims that modern science must be dialectically developed out of, but
not be transplanted to, Confucianism-based Chinese culture. The theory
presupposes a doctrine of moral metaphysics, which implies a dichotomy between
“the kingdom of a priori morality” and “the kingdom of a posteriori phenomena”.
In this paper, I argue that the metaphysical doctrine is incompatible to ontological
conditions by which modern science could be produced. Therefore, it fails in
supporting “Kei-Chu-Lun.” I also argue that Confucianism-based Chinese culture
has no capability to develop Western modern science, although it has produced
Chinese traditional science. Finally, I want to point out that the key problem
with which contemporary philosophers in Taiwan should deal is rather “what

is Chinese culture when it has been transformed by modern science and
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technology” than “what is the relationship between modern science and

Chinese culture.”
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B EARBIARRE o (HZ 02005 FXxxiii) XPHEELE  KKBESZEFHH
oy YERER - TR FITRMER LA = A Hlloiz ey 2 5 R oy
AR B AR 0 AR EAR R £ R R R = Lh o A2 A TR
FEAXREETITRE - HARARB AW EF L RBIRRGTH > FHAE P A
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received view ) * HR/\HERBRECANHEARIT -

A B R AT R LY TR, KRB LEER

(L1) BB ERESR

(L2) RIS ik e i e A\ B A AR B sk B A e B ELRE

(L3) pefTEEReEatasnamd@l AR () = RIEEaEny
BEERZHIMESERL - 1 HARE R TR AR | -

(L4) REHIE 12 K ERTE 2R a Y & B Al ik
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