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Free Will and Event Causation

Norman Y. Teng’

Abstract

The dilemma we are in when we reflect on the free power of
choice in our person and our place in the causal world can be
dissolved if the relationship between action and event causation is
appropriately described and explained. The present study examines
three approaches to the dilemma: The first is based on how to
interpret freedom given event causation, the second based on having
leeway given probabilistic causation, and the third based on a
postulation of agent-causation. None of them is found satisfactory.
By finding out and negating their common assumption, the present
study proposes a way of fine-tuning our conceptualization of what it
is to act, and to choose, in a world enmeshed with causality. The core
idea of the proposal is that, at bottom, event causation and the ways
we act and choose are inseparable from each other in our embodied
interactions with the environment. The philosophical basis of the
proposal is made explicit and defended.
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HERRTLAREE, BEBEANTA  BIERRTSHR

BFET T , MEAREILA -5,

EREEER WU RAEENHR , M ERARE

M2 . BRERERMACERIABRLERR , BIRAEE. &M



poEsEE4RER 193

B TRE A RBFER , LARERE? L KREAEERAS =D
ROERNEENREB, F—F , THECBEEINEE  X.EAR

1. X fBER 1, RARLSFHEHEE

X4 =Xz

1=(1+X) — 1 %o

Mt#HEXHEAEE  HEMARAETREHNERE !

u=1,

F-H 8 TREARAERR) LRREENRL , #ERA



194 BABSHIF(E=T/H)

HEEEREHAP, RBBEANTA  BREENEE , 51 A do(Xs
SOMRME , BRF-SHHEHNEREH (ULERL), BE
FEXAFEBRA -

do(Xs = 0)

X1=1;

Xp =Xy,

X3=Xz;
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