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On the Triviality Results and the Restriction

on Conditionalization
Ching-Hui Su”

Abstract

Lewis’s arguments for the triviality results are considered as a powerful
rejection of the truth-conditional accounts of conditionals: the absurd consequence
that for any propositions A and C, p(C/A) = p(C) is derived from the classical
probability calculus, conditionalization, and Stalnaker’s semantics for conditionals.
In this paper, it is argued that the triviality results need not be a threat to Stalnaker’s
semantics, for we can derive a generalized triviality result from the classical
probability theory and any thesis about conditional probability. The lesson, I suggest,
is that we should reconsider the classical probability theory or set a restriction on

the rule of conditionalization such that the triviality results may be avoided.

Keywords: conditionals, triviality results, Lewis, Stalnaker, conditionalization
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TR R R 1 AR R ) SRIVEE R AR SRR - (R AR
sz SRR IR - DU TR SEEHER U pR AR RS - BT R] DUHE
EH—EREBNRER — EHERERmE 4 Bl C S - p(Cl4) = p(C) » it
AL YERF B I R R S A EREILY - R TR TR
R - #1225 Pt SR A S B B R 3w RS - A G
B MEAS R ERCR AN E K 2 BERE ATal R — IR SR A se {6k
PFAIRERI IR - BUR BRI R A PRI B e AR e
Fo Sz BT (18 ARG = R e R R IR - SRR R &
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Bl o AL - e RS RIS RGN - BT T ke o AR
Bilg - SR EATEENY TR MOREE IR -

B - B %

(P7) p(A—C/B) = p(C/A & B)
#8 : p(d—C/B)

=p’(4—0) (P6)
=p’(C/4) (S)
=p’4 & O)p’(4) (P1)
= p(4 & C/B)/p(4/B) (P6)
=p((4 & C) & B)/p(B) x p(B)/p(4 & B) (P1)
=p((4 & B) & C)/p(4 & B) SHH
=p(C/A & B) (P1)

(P8) p(4—C) = p(4 & C)/p(4)

29 p(A4—C)
=p(C/4) (S
=p & O)/p(4) (P1)

(P9) p(A4—C/C) = 1
#0 : p(A—C/C)
=p(C/4 & C) (P7)
=p(4 & C) & C)/p(4 & C) (P1)
WA & C)= (4 & C) & C) » 4RAE(P3) » H tH p(4—C/C) = 1
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(P10) p(A—C/~C) =0
=8 : p(4—C/~C)
=p(C/4 & ~C) (P7)
=p(4 & C) & ~C)/p(4 & ~C) (P1)
w3 p((4 & C) & ~C) =0+ 4t p(d—C/~C)=0

(P11) p(D) = p(D/C) x p(C) + p(D/~C) x p(~C)
#H A D=((D&C)v (D &~C)) » {RIE(P4) » 3t
p(D)=pD & C) +p(D & ~C)
REARIE(PL) - et p(D) = p(D/C) x p(C) + p(D/~C) x
p(~C)

(P117) p(4—C) = p(4—=C/C) x p(C) + pA—C/I~C) x p(~C)  [D:=A4—C]

(P12) p(4—C) = p(C)
29 : p(A4—C)

=pA—C/C) x p(C) + p(4—C/~C) x p(~C) (P11)
=1 xp(C) + p(Ad—C/~C) x p(~C) (P9)
=p(C) + 0 x p(~C) (P10)
=p(C)

(P7") p(4 % 5 C/B)=p(C/A & B)
%9 : p(4 &% C/B)
=p’d#x0) (P6)
= p’(ClA) S
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=p’(4 & C)/p’(4) (P1)
=p(4 & C/B)/p(A/B) (P6)
=p((4 & C) & B)/p(B) x p(B)/p(4 & B) P1)
=p((4 & B) & C)/p(4 & B) e

= p(C/4 & B) e
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