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The Content of Wang Yangming’s “Li” and
the Proper Application Range of “Xin Ji Li”

Lung-Chiu Tsai*

Abstract

In Wang Yangming’s theoretical premises, the concept of “Li” tends to
relate to “the moral domain,” though its affinity with “the amoral domain” is
also suggested. He furthermore expounds this concept of “Li” by the notion
of “Xin.” In this paper I investigate Wang’s twin-track approach upon “Li,”
and propose that his tenet of “Xin Ji Li” suits a moral conception of “Li.” |
also point out the predicaments Wang encounters when carring out a forced
application of the notion of “Xin” in expounding an amoral conception of
“Li.” In addition to my attempts to categorize and elucidate Wang’s concept

of “Li,” the proper application range of “Xin Ji Li”” will also be explored.

Keywords: “Li”, “Xin Ji Li”, the moral domain of Li, the amoral domain of Li

* Adjunct Instructor, Shu-Zen College of Medicine and Management.
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