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The Bleak Implication and the Selection Argument

— Are Humans Irrational?

Eric Peng’

Abstract

This essay is to reject the so-called “bleak implication”—human beings
are irrational in nature, which was said to follow from experiments on human
reasoning in the eighties. The rejection is advocated by way of re-constructing
for the cognitive scientists their argument for the bleak implication. Meanwhile,
Stich constructs what he calls the “Selection argument” for human rationality,
and then rejects it. This essay examines his arguments and argues that his
objections are defective. This essay then revises the selection argument to
show how human rationality is connected to the design and performance of
human reasoning mechanism with the hope that we may re-open the possibility

of defending human rationality from an evolutionary point of view.

Keywords: bleak implication, Selection argument, rationality,

human reasoning

" Professor, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University.
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PRI S ABEHERR (reasoning ) SREFBL L EIHERURIRAIRASE -
£ 1980 FEAURRES [REAHE RRYESER - 75 F D. Kahneman FI A. Tversky
FIRARIERRIB MM B RS R L « NEEE TR LU R
S IRETHERRRY » @0 T — e BRI HERRZER AN B AT - a8 ki
BEERRRANE SR ~ SRR - AN AR ~ TSRy ~ W A
HERBRR AN HIELET o 38 SEFRAIBHER SR DU Ry — ST ER S AL NI LET S 2 ik
S TR AR ST E AU AR < (G2 UM R T A TR

(bleak implication ) (Kahneman, D., Slovic, D., & Tversky, A., 1982) - £F
BRI EAEHEARRIRTE - JCHE W KR ag e JiTa - — 287K P. C.
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Wason " VYRR Fr | BBEETH (selection task ) EESFERFEIRREER - A
FAAE B SRR G A HE AR R BT 2 R M i omy - S8 G R s
STRET TERERA o
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B EAHEPERIUE ? Brown (1990:35) #iEHRH - ANMEAEADE Z00EH L
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A BB o (B AN - Stich (1985; 1990) RSZiEREREAIRIE
B RERG - WEAREIET S A e e - IR TR R AL
DASER AFHBR VR85 J510) o A PEZR S S BB SO | S A A BRI
R DGR AZEBR MR LB - REDUEERRH T R EEmEE ) (the
Selection argument ) » SRR FLINLULEL © TEMMAYNIE2KE - KiFmwmELA
LIS AFEERNE 5 TATHERZ RSB RERP AR ST FE R - iR
AR SIS AN BRI RS 3 -

ALEEENEFR T AR AEN ) R - — T » AUEER
FoRSHIBHRZRI T & TR ) I PTRER T AR ) G - AR
2L MR APRIRTEE 5 55— 510l » ASCEE Ry Stich BT EARAT K2
aa R S A HRIERT - AR - FEREIMIAERRE - AU &
SRR RS R A - DA s A S B RRE -

ARSCER B S T SRR S SR B Y A HE AR — S B
R R ERHEHA DR " AN ) BIATHE - FINEURRT ;5 23
TESE =B — 2 faH T AR ) RS LSRRI A A » R
SCEHR VYA Stich ATafEIAT R bamse ~ RZamaad " AR
Hiie < IR ~ DUR Stich $2H R =R - 25 AL ETA SO e s =
PR > RSB BE - AR FEI K SR Ra A 2R — el S A28 = f
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B~ SRAEIEN " AR, R

ROAIRHER SR Y N B HERR R B Bt A EE % - RIREIE (R T itk
8 EEFEE - R TRERENEE - 5 THREOHEE - TES

HEAE | AT T RUAEEEREHEAE | (subjunctive reasoning ) e S BHA
FES/HEEEENERE T G o (HER AR B B O

0 NEEAEET 2 07 A HERR AR SR A M e R 5 Ry - 140 - Kahneman
Bl Tversky ff—R¥VIBAMNBERMET AR EERRN » A EEE
LN RMERYZER - s THESER ) (RHLEREREAH S
( Conjunction Principle)) ~ ZiREAF " Hijf&K | (prior probability ) FYE

AR~ RRIAEA A oo S o AR T R ) SRR« A
e NEER !

TEEREHEAR T A RS - DL TR HERR L 23 B A
FUSTEHEREAIRSEIR E 1968 4F P.C. Wason BII4A1Y " BE2(TH5 | BEE (UR
Bl PPUsR-R A o B ) o —SEFRARHR KA TSRS TR - BRI
HIHEREFE NG ANLF - BIANLE Johnson-Laird & Wason (1970 ) B 52 (75
Bl A B ) 1y T B4 4 (indicative conditional ) #EARHYRFSE
Hh LUR 4% 525G R Y e - EE R AR AN
T - ZaAEG R EMEA R LRI E R 7 e
REMGAHAAER P RBZ 2 — » LR HRES AR
M1 o 4c#E Cummins (1996: 162) AYEEIH » £ 1968 4EF 1985 4 By 1f »

' 4% Tversky & Kahneman (1971; 1982) » Kahneman & Tversky (1972; 1979) -
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13 fEFERERRS B R AR R HERR R S - A S —BUtRrR - HA
LB S5 G LR IEREYEEE - E 1971 FEF)] 1985 522 - 12 |
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bR T ERURI I HER I S SRR SR e SE A R Rt HE
T8 7 — 2L - #1410 - Cheng & Holyoak (19855 1989) fEAh{FIHYE
HEAEHE A BEES (pragmatic reasoning schema theory ) $RH » SZEXE& fE AR
VB K RIS BRGRA BRI A S THEARRIRY - AR (IRE s LI 323k
B AERE ) A SRR IERERYERE - FEBIAN - Cosmides Bd Tooby Y
ARt & 224 6w (social contract theory ) » DAEREZEH R4 4] (deontic
conditional ) HEAH « *M{FIRIRTIEEEER - GEAE T ATHERL G ELE) | TURENY
BB IHER TR - ZEEN ISR B e ERE SR - 2
AR T At e ) SRR R R E B - SALEERANZE
SRR IR

Ll &R FRAIRIEE R AJHE PRy AR B AS am - RIHZKE -
PP A HE BEREE SRR - AR - FRFREER © GBS
SRRy - ey B A P A R RE P BRI 2 SRR R AR 1 A BEAYHE
LB - KEE AR ABER 2 AITERYE - RBARERIEH
BB B R AR B e m3E o ASCIEAM M By 3w 22 1 Stich
(1985;1990) HyETEmZ % » MR B BEBRANT - WifE 2 Ry T AHH
ANBEME ) WA

2 % Cosmides (1985; 1989) + Cosmides & Tooby ( 1987; 1992; 2002; 2003; 2005 ) » Tooby
(1985) -
PO AR ARATRES BB RREA P LR I E LM AT A
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RILE S 1F5m o B a1 33 - ARNMIER R R T A%
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FAERTEE (P2) FEZAAKRIIEER  AFHAYHERRRE T - HIHE
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FEHERRFIR B SIS R AR ISR - H2R - Bl TR 2 |
ARFEAFNHRDE 2 —RERDUE A = LI (BRI N AR HEAR
Bk IEREE R ENHIRI ERR FTEt R M AR - 5 R AR
ZRGIRDL - R EERRRHZ - NER - HEANL - BHEE. FTER
SRIGRNYT - AlREERASER Ry T TR L IS R - 5
=RGIRDUR I BEATREEAHERRMTA A HERH - sRANFIFTREREEI AREAE
FYRE R EIRE ARVEESLZ AIRGIAY - [FAM - EEeay, O EHE R HI Frae
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SR —MERTEE (P1) 2 - RS BREFBAIRHE S B RS R -
NIRRT Z TR S  BIANRER B ARG AU HERR ~ IR HHE
18 KAt SRR R B R HERR « ¥ SoB S TRAIBRAEAE -

% g LRI SEETREREH - Kz aE AR
HIHEAE R R - RIEEK @ PrP A EEs -

A3 EHA AFEHEARGREAARTAL » Tl SRt (DURBERE) 1F
R FIHE 2 3552 NEEHY - IF41 Manktelow & Over (1990) $8HIFY » 28]
RIS DA At B BRSO R (A (R R - 25— « A
ST AMAET THERRRT 2 35 2 —(ERA A LB AR R A S e R 2 Al e
TERRTRE » TR BRI e B R R A A A 1 25 BIRTRE « (AT
JE BB e A\ AR PR B B 2 IR RRAR MR DUHE A e
HYBCAERPERY 2 352 —ERIE AR - ¥ BB AR SR B3

AR E AR S B — (R RTRE AR MR R ST » AR SR AL B
RECRRRIGENE o AR » S AREITE @ SRR AR S A B
e (P1) B » THER 7 —ME 358 » FDARIESE —ERRE  fLLE
ERF e (BEERE) RVE Ra PAHEAR ST DU A JEER M AV -
EFIREME S NEE o DI KRR IRHERE Ry - Cheng &
Holyoak (1985; 1989) ¥iA¥5 K T ANSRIFA - AIFER o BUBRCEIHERERT
VIR B EUR - SZEREIIAGERER p £ (FERtERRRF)
DIk q & (RSRASRATR )« (€8 A 2R » S R s R R SRR -
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A5 - EEEER IR BRI LA T Fe o et o B TR 5 (B
F) RERfRey - QSRR A EEER o P ERL PREIbRE fA 2k
VE Ry Al A EEHEAR SR IR FIHENE 2

Cohen (1999: 16) HAHEAREERIITCEEH T —LL8i52 - A M5
He AR 2 A BleE e ERE TR ) — RSB AT
REIY T ARAEBRIB #S Z BRR | (the fallacy of undisambiguity ) » *Firad " #Ed |

(inference ) BY, " #E3E | (deducibility ) HufE=ss : (1) E=HERT (formal
derivability ) » (2) A[fH{E (readiness to believe) - " #if | FUE—AEFE
eI RN ~ REEY (B ) ZHERIREERREGERERR - 2
& THEm ) BRI ERAE AR - SRR AR EIE S R AR
RBRERR - SRR E R - SRR " HEm ) R
N HERECR AR - IREIIE B R B B A am A RR A ERE » O
SRS R T HEAR ) 3R DAUERSRY - ) Cohen 32
RS HRHEER A BRI AW/ E R E Y " Him o SRR R
HIHERR I S SRR AL A HERRIYSRE - (EMRFRH « B ASEHEE RS
FHELE DR AN S BEVERIREAL - NELUE BT & ia e - S
[ & N E R LEHERER S A Fry -

FRAEANEL » Cohen WYETERIIE DL LER o MAYETER IR © 2058
RAEAIFRRIRIRNZE - fE )ik B A " REFREFECZE ) DIk
HAh T Em IR - SR BB R R BB A HE AR R B SR M it
iRy - QIFERFF - HERHERIEZ § » Cohen HIAHAMGARFEEA
B NHEER - (EEBAKETE - Cohen MUFFAMEGETE R T HAl—L38 %t
Bor (e B G IR i AJEN B MRS - (EMCRELIESRR TR

* Cohen (1999: 11,16) & FF3Ra T Rl & X33 | T B RA DA RN IRER
1 (EBRH R IR 9B R - RHRA Do R R RGHRA AR -
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(P1) MIHE » MRy Rfam PR rTREEr A EAS e T RHERR
B LB o i HEBRRR KR BUR B R aR_ b sk
R AR > mifE (P1) S@2H nIREMEEREAIRIEISRF - 352 Cohen
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ARSLRE Ry Cohen HIRFm AINER —HAEE it - @ EFEAIRHR S
T TRERREER R ) BB R TRIRA WA BRI SN
AP AFEHERGET T B BRAVRRIE - (S8R B LAVBREE TR - Wk
BN B T HEAEEERR ) IR o IEANSCRTE R SR e HERR Y
BlrHEHIRY - A B n] DI S e A E MRS B A > g s
FREANEZES AN —EHME - GRS DR E R T R B 1Y
FIHE » JEHESZE] Cohen FISCES ; WEIERIAAHT » MUZ IERERY © SEH ARG
FIREAERY : BMIERZ LU TR R E R FIHE 2 B AR R - R
S FHANRIHIHE - ARPUE HIE 5R8RR 7 B - 8 S RURAGR AU HE RS
TR - AR — SRR TIREREAGR o AR § B R B R
ARG HZS - HIER— BRI T TE) , < FIRIGRIEAT - iR
qnfef » FEESAT B ERZ BRI EFIME MG e 2 /1T - 5 —fElRTEE (P1)
TR Ry HE AR A UM - AR SRR <

£ T8 | @S " ERER

It H AR ERAM BRI HESR P ASEHERRAYFRIR - BT AJEY
HEARSRIF B E o0y - IS G eERIMmHEE L T AJEARHM: | A9ks
i BN T ASEAHNE | R BAFBE N LIRS Ry AR sk R -

* e TRRAE AR U AR TR 2L A T R A FAE S X
HAEARA RIS R TR -
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BN » Sosa (1999) By TERRRA | $RH TEEE - MRE R a8 A IR AR A
Y TERME ) BESRVEEEAMEERY o M TEE ) SEMERE O
BIHECR M ISR TR - TAML/ERE - "B ) 2 —(EfaE
HIRES: « REELAEE - AR USSRV R - TMTEHE NE BRI -
HEMFYINIRHE - AEICIRARHE © 2 AR A FF 2R M g
BIERG - TEAVEL DB BRIE R TE T A B 4409 " Miller-Lyer
S18 ) B H Az —  BYEANLL - B EREEFM T A RET LA
BB R EN S S B - [RIEEH - @ A BB THERRRIIF i - il
PR (A1 TREEAGERR | %) - BE BRI R TR RAR
PERHERRGER - SEERZ A e DLEEERAMTAS ASAHERRRET T SR -
TEANRITERE S B AR EA RN IERRY » TS B AN ABERY -

fide e » HEAN B AISEEERR A DU 2L - AZERIEEAIFR ]
W r] DU RIERALL o ABEAOILSE LR 2 B R e — Rk » AEREEsAn
LA LS R Rt - BB E AT R AR SE AR 2 A
IEHHY o [ERE - BUBEASERY LERHERCR AT S iR A ME - AR
BRRIB S A TR AR AR « TEANRITERE S B AR AR R TR
(9 > FEME S B ARHERUZ BERY - (RILE - RRANRIERS AN T AR
M BEER - FEMES B SEEREY -

1€ Dennett (1978; 1981) BUNLEGACE - " NS ) UL RERZE
B9 © 32 P AISRA TR ASEZ BN - BRATRHIRETRGEE SRR - 2Kk
fipRee e PRSI TRy - PR HIE AR (intentional systems theory )
fEH - EIRMIERAY T 0745 4 (intentional stance ) 2T ARET TRt T
R B TEOHIN - TRA TR R el P T R PO M S 2 — R el SR
BT S — B E SR E F R ARRE - M TR IS — i B
FIRERNE 5 bR - EEEEIE T - KIBIEREATRAI S - FATE K
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TERet "R ) BAAVREE TR ) AR SE - GEHAAY T HE
% o ANESHETE Y - 2 DA A (subjunctive conditional ) Zfi#
REAY) o AEHH AT TS HMERR T R e AR Z BB #2
TEfEEE " ERL . BRI SRIIKEAGEITY » BIANE & LA RN
SIERI W —IENZE - TAMTHHE £S5 T ERL ) SRR IER
HiEh o AERATET TR - ?ﬂiﬂﬁiﬁ?%£~%ﬁﬁéﬁiﬁ“ £ eEEti
BLZITA R ~ EXAEMSIAZE - ELRE - EIZHACE R
TEAS e 2 o

HPR AT PRUE SRR - T4 nEEHE BRI T RodtEf T B
B - RN+ APRATHE B H B - FFIRAN R BT T 2 T
SEFHRARE S AIRREE » (22 - AJEAOEHERE ¥’fﬁf5ﬁf%f'ﬁﬁ'ﬂ » BB
RERIADIRRE © Aam ABHUHERIBS IR 2 Ay - BERny - %‘Bﬂzfﬂﬁi\tﬁ
ARREES THRAE - XL - EE.nu’z‘ﬂﬂﬁ—ii’“k"ﬁiﬁ*ﬁ%‘zfﬁm?&%EI’JHE HrE
TrRERA ) SE AR 0 T‘MFEJ{?IﬁHﬁﬁiéﬂfﬁl%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ*ﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁéfﬁéﬁ » [Klif
WHAATREBE R A S S E FEIAIREE - AT A2 B Y -
£ Dennett FERERAL » SEREEAFAMATIAY B THERA J R F RIS -

Bl TEEME ) MEEAO AR AR TR BEFER
ROAIRHER G A » (M SehenY - SR S S BRSNS HERRZHAY
BERRGIR o BRI - SRR HE RS - K Cohen Ed
Dennett FYSEIRE —55 > i H BT Z&KGE AR HERR 2SR S Rffe
%5 o T NBRHERRR U R TR ) B T B A B ) i IR
i BLANMAIEE LU 7 BRI A R FaaE T - Ek_fﬁﬁg’“ :
T AZEF AR SR Ao B A e DAPE ASEBR PR B - S8 22 — AT
f& (P3) - S AGFRIE - A 2B %Dﬂf—*%ﬂ’] AT
REZHBHRLVEREGRE (P3) WD RiEEriieie hiRE - 150hE
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BRI A RE HARVEE | AR - FE38 R (B AR PR Ay R ey B A
HEARRES) (GRIE) R FTRARE 2 Stich HYERREEAENR GBI SR 25 KL HY SO
o MR —EFTRERy (P3) BRERVERE - w2 MATEERY " REERE
— B B H BN R EimRE - SAETEERE > BER (P3)
B T ABEAREME ) Ry —FRiHE - Stich fEHLE KRR - MR H Y
BERE TR (P3) RIREERAT AR -

B2 - REESREE

RIRFEREHER BRI ASEHERE A B BRAE R - DUHH G AR R
#iE Stich (1985; 1990) » 5 S afaE T LB G 2k S2e ABHBRE: - (HEHY S
FR BRI AN e fce s { b e R A A AR HE AR 1T SR AZEERE: - I R
HEAVEmAE - IRt atE R A - AR AR AL -

fRIZ Stich (1990: 56-57) » DURFEEmAEA SR AJEREM: - EEARH
KHiIfE

(E1) R#EBRAAGEE (KT) REZOFRRAL -
(B2) (%31) sfER=H0932%m R 477 ALY R/In R4

Firal T x SR EERETHY ) B ¢ MM A AT R FTREEEE (possible
available options )y 2KE5t » x2y » x FxAEfEEA: Y8 7 % ( biological fitness )+
IR BIMREE R R ~ 50T - BB -

FE ABERIHERR SRR B B AYREA IR - (B2) SEMFRREL T A
FEHERECRM B A KPR g B o PR BRI - Remiot " AJEANERMEGmEE ) 1Y

6 Stich /TP EA T4, 09EHF  LHAF T BT RE RS BRMEE
BA AR AR ]
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HifE (P3) fett rEIRvERE « ANEEEEEE AR B S ASEHEARRE T
FHERECRIRAESE -
BAE - ARBAIRGIT R HURTEE -

(B3) AHRAFEA R R LK ALY RIFHIRILE R -
FEATDUEE (E1) F1 (E3) HEEH :
(COHOA#BERLEHBANIERAGE (L) RAER YA MEAL -

PRARANEL - NERHEECRRA SR AREAIRHR AR - 2R bl
FHY - 8% 0 1€ (C1) F1 (E2) gRA]DAFHESH,

(C2) ANERLHBAMIBERAGRLIEMY A AL -

MRIBE RS - ABUEERIERY - ERTER BRI T AR | 1Y
W= S 2Ry o Stich ZFTDASHEECR s - s e -
A RS KRR — (ERTtE 2 BEAR (E2) ZRIZRRE (P3)
(> SR T BTN ) RS E RN G AR (B2) - TIRIL - G
FHEB MRS e SE Esz (E1) 1 (E3) -
Stich (1990: 63) JpAfrfEH - FE K FRam i BRI 1 VI THER - o
1% (E1) f1 (E3) nJDUESSZR - @V AT |

(A1) gAL73 & g RAFAR B E A0 -

(A2) REBEHFCATRAMERNSGFE 4 (K30) RMEZT94
R AG TP (K31) BRI SR HAHLEE
KBz oy e

Tofm A (B2) A — st 8 0 68 -
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(A3) ARILBAF > $RAE B M $ AT RER - BIL (R
RFMA) REARGKRER AL R E (KREL) Rt
TREFRT ©

(A4) HMTAIMF > HELELYRAARAZTTREIGRE

it o
R AZEHERESEIR A EEE SRR - Stich 3951 7 —{ETER%
(A5) AZEBLIAPTHA ey 2 igitm & Ay

7€ (A1)~ (A2) MI (A3) RILIHEEH @ 8RR L E LR S
e ATREMY I RET » JE B P ARTHE (E1) » iR T DIHEEH ¢
NHBAE SR W HERCR R RS R T 2 AR R - SE IR 2 S A AT
f& (E3) = [Kth - AHAHY HA rT RERIHE R IARE - NI HERRY
EfEHEEWE S S b Lae ] RERY (GRIT) mMERVERGET - RAERE e
NFEADEAERIHERDRIR - 818 Baltny (C1) - (IR E R - A
HRHEE R A G2 R MMM - T A EM: ) RBIER T
FF e

KiFmre i E A Stich AT SRR 5 (e b A sGmas A
FYEETE > B rERE MR Ut T —EREFRAVRIY o fey T~ —2 TIE2
FEEHLBCEVIMTERS - 2R (E1) AT (E3) - i SO R AR
NFHHEPERYSERF - Stich f5HY < G VUM R EE RS (BGET) LAY
SERNIE - S REBIT YT SN EIREE A o 1S
fiFg i - BIGERGE— - 4f HAKGE RS iS iI Rl e e LS IR AVTHRS - 3F
B RIRB T R R AL RE SR ASHAVER M -

Stich (1990: 67-69 ) fEH T =TEE G » xfaafan s :
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Bkim—  Stich f5H - HABECAYER LR - B~ —ERE
R EREHIMAEER - bt DU E R e R - BIAnE RIS
TEREEHE - RIEL - BMEAFAEA S B THERDRry s b - 558
LR RER AR R AR - A3 (A1) < 8 —HBith#E L4
YT BRI SCRY < B4 » Sober (1984: 26-31) &0k " bHERANS)
HE 3y | (theories of evolution as theories of forces ) « flfg H e RERE B K
& BRT RN - B - REREIEE RS ERIA RS - &
R HLEALRIRG IR - 3&EARIANER - VIR REER(E « 28 Bl cRE
B R bRy 2 K] (Sober, 1984: 27) - {EEEE 2AKER FTRERY (1
BITRI T R B iR EEHY ) © Sober (1984: 31) Xl Mfdaman + " HALAFERE
KT > RO - °

Bim .~ BIVBERTIRA R A CROBE R — 55 » ik HRFER AJEHERR
SRR E R R FRBEHH - Stich FRy REBFEHING A —E & A4 vTHERY (GR3T)
EAEIERET o REREHIL & H A KEE B KBRS 15
i o sERE MR Bl R (A3) RUESIE - 3 THax (A3) &l + K#E#
BHIEREIEeRESE G KENTTRERGT - B REEEHE (3%
L) IR AT RERR G T S MR BRGR - MEE A P RE R BRI A AR R i
TR AAEAE AT 2R - B SRR IE BRI B ARIER - CFy
IR i ASOREE R KRB M T R R Ry T 2R
it oo ) Rl - BIBE RTAFREE R ERREH AR I A SEER A A HOHERER A -
NHEBUTHHERER A LE G REGEHY - mmeie A Yt
Y o Rl - (A3) ZEEERAY o B Fy ik - SE[REIA AR (A1) BB
Stich ATERHERY I K EEEm A NVRTHE (E1) -

PO B AR T RIF ) XMW FERMEEAMNIGE - A RERE OB
BACH oA TR X MR AEAE R0 - B AT A X R /F5] A Sober 85 £ iR AEE R
LY EE o
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B — ~ Stich G2 R IR ARERRARAIERRE 5 & « AZHBIARY T
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