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Self-Consciousness and Conscience

— A Comparative Study of the Theories

of Mou Zongsan and Fichte

Wen-Berng Pong®

Abstract

Most of the Western philosophers regard self-consciousness as a problem of
theoretical philosophy, and conscience as a problem of practical philosophy.
Both of them belong to different areas of philosophy. In contrast with this, some
philosophers in the tradition of Confucianism tend to ascribe both concepts to
practical philosophy. This tendency reaches its highest point in the writings of
Mou Zongsan (1909-1995), the most important representative of Contemporary
Neo-Confucianism. Fichte (1762-1814) is one of few Western philosophers, who
regard both concepts as the problems of practical philosophy. It's worthy to
notice that both Mou Zongsan and Fichte come to this conclusion by criticizing
Kant's theory of self-consciousness. | argue in this paper the following two
points. (1) Mou Zongsan and Fichte have similar idea of practical
self-consciousness. (2) Mou Zongsan identifies practical self-consciousness with
conscience; on the contrary, Fichte holds them to be heterogeneous, the former is
pure thinking and the latter sensible feeling.

Keywords: self-consciousness, conscience, intellectual intuition, Kant, Mou
Zongsan, Fichte

* Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University.
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