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Comparison of Human Nature Theory
between Cheng Mingdao and Wang Junchuan

Cheng-Yang Chen’

Abstract

Wang Tingxiang is one of the most highly regarded Qi theory
ideologists. Originally developed by Zhang Zai, Qi theory is about the
human nature. However, Wang Tingxiang often quoted Cheng Hao’s Qi
theory which was different from Zhang Zai’s. He pointed out that since
Zhang Zai, neo-Confucian scholars have divided human nature into
philosophical connotations and natural disposition. This division is
accordingly deviated from traditional Confucian philosophy. He believed
instead that human nature is a natural disposition and supported the idea of
inherent qualities. He suggests that human nature includes both good and evil,
persisting that all these arguments can be directly supported by Cheng Hao’s
ideas. In this way, it seems as if the two scholars had the same view on the
theory of human nature. However, in the latest perspective of
Neo-Confucianism researches, Wang Tingxiang is regarded as a
representative of Monism of Qi from the Ming Dynasty, while Cheng Hao is
a representative of the Theory of One Origin. From this perspective, there
must be some significant differences between the two. This essay attempts to

identify these differences. The former discussed human nature in an analytic
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way and the latter did it through the idea of integration. Of greatest
importance is Wang Tingxiang’s refusal of the aspect of integration.
Although both basing their discussion of human nature on natural disposition,
Cheng Hao accepted the division between philosophical connotations and
natural disposition in his integration theory, whereas Wang Tingxiang
absolutely refused the possibility of philosophical connotations. By taking
their theories of human nature into account, this essay attempts to discuss the
similarities and differences between Cheng Hao and Wang Tingxiang from
the following three questions: What is human nature? Is human nature good,

evil or both? Is it possible to remove evil and follow the good?

Keywords: Cheng Hao, Wang Tingxiang, unity of Heaven and Human Beings,

inherent qualities as human nature, natural disposition
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