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Sensus Communis and the Supersensible :
The Normativity of the Judgment of Taste

Jyh-Jong Jeng’

Abstract

This paper argues against grounding the normativity of the judgment of
taste on morality, and argues that the uniqueness of aesthetic normativity can be
clarified through the distinctive status and function of the modality of the
judgment of taste, and that the normative content of the judgment of taste
congtitutes the content of the judgment itself. Two distinct notions of sensus
communis— pure sensus communis and ideal sensus communis—are strictly
discriminated by applying the constitutive/regulative distinction, which can be
seen in the following two contexts: the distinction between law of understanding
and principle of reason, and the distinction between mathematical law and
dynamic law. ‘ Pure sensus communis' is the effect of the free play of imagination
and understanding; it is not only a feeling, but also a capacity for feeling (taste)
and a constitutive norm and principle of the judgment. ‘Ideal sensus communis
is the a priori connection between pure sensus communis and moral feding; it is
the effect of the harmony among imagination, understanding and reason. With
respect to the normative force, pure sensus communis is analogous to dynamic
law of understanding (for example, the law of causality); nevertheless, ideal

sensus communis is regulative for the judgment of taste, just as principle of
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reason is regulative for empirica judgment. Beauty can symbolize morality
precisely because the pleasure of taste is pure, but not vice versa; otherwise the
autonomy of taste would be violated. Taste can be guided in its purposive
self-sharpening and self-purifying by idea sensus communis to enhance
humanity, so that it becomes “pragmatically” possible to ground a world in
concordance with moral ideal through the enhancement of humanity. In the end,
this paper argues that the reason why Kant seems to ground beauty on morality
liesin the pragmatic significance of his critical natural teleology.

Keywords: sensus communis, the supersensible, judgment of taste, normativity,
modality, necessity
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Sensus communis HYRRE B R RGE « EE HEME - "B X0 B
KEIR » —Fofli——rP HEACAS BT A it (Eﬁiﬂﬁ%m ~ ZHEHT -
faf 22 7K ) o Sensus communis A L # i Ry — fE T3 [E B9 AT

(xown aicbnoig ) » ‘B EHE B — FH A S MR E P o B B (A S e JRk A
T B8 Y S AR BRI by P BE © “IRIIEL sensus: communis iy —
FEEARS MU RCE B ATERE—BRRAIRE ST - EARE AN E—ERIARIIINEE
i B 228 B ey O BEEE - B LIGR - B —MARCE - Bitim s -
ERDIREEIA RTERYHEE (Apperzeption) » 78 FRTE ERA @ 43 Rk 1 B
FIE « ke l— =i 2ot (PRERRE ~ HER) - S EHERSH

TR B A ey T ey (NSC93-2411-H-007-016- » NSC94-2411-H-007-010-) wA & W4 [E 4
FERAEEFER ©

OB A sensus (TR S0 g FIET B A Ry BB AR A AE A ) communis
(T35 0 R0y~ Ly - RAFH - BF) 308 &M - BF IR sensus communis #k 2.
BE e P XL AW SIS TS TREGLD KNG S TH o BB R SEE T X

o A Bl ‘sensus communis &) & & A LB K ¥ > T4 K Th. Leinkauf et al. (1995,

pp.622-675) ; AL v. Maydell/ R. Wiehl (1974, pp.244-247) ; J.-C. Merle (2003, pp.455-459) ; H.
Schmidt (2003, pp.494-498)

2 %1 Aristoteles, De anima, 418a7-25, 425a21-b3, 431al7-bl ; Th. Aquinas, De anima,
§8383-391, §8579-581, 88768-776 -
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Y 5 R AN LARTERY E RS Ry S HIBERG » R ek i figg il 3 A 2
K (apriori) BRATRITTRERE o “HETT APIZER 1 B ME R Ry S KA EEREA
HH BRI R ] i M B R (R A Efefif:) -

R BT BRI U TS AE AR R o A BB s R PTREIY ~ SE RN
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SEEER - BlEm BRI/ E R B R RIS R 2RI I H G - 1T
A& TIHEER ) (gemein) B MEAERY ) (gesund) AFEZNNME (TR Ky

S RBAYRHFRRAB LN S FTAAGIES o 1LPTILARAY Sensus communis 1% 4% i
BATHEER - A RS - MHEARRIRG FE TR ERSER ) R T ABEE
TR AE 69 B RK AL VAEIS F 1 0 7 KB bR i o (4 B Jasche Logik, 1V47-48)
o e RGP SR F AR R AR ETIRIEE AR EAH o R EEEAPTRE > 2did
JEHAER TSR O kw c BS T A T ERALMEN s IE X 43R AR
FnbE ('sensus communis) A & LR —3RREH o TREP ¢ F KA I T oY FeE A Bk AR RGEH
B2 BN B ARE P RA DI AEER PR AT SR E

(Jasche Logik, 1X57) - ——Ch. H. Wenzel (2006, pp.126-134) X 8 j& & : /& B i& 44 sensus

COMMUNIS 89 #4548 d (%4 — (B ¥ 35 B 7 5 45 17 AR 4504 B I
PR T (abErEtedhl) CKrV') 520 A~ B AR BABELS] 2 9F - i iaeg EERER 2R
SrEmes s (BHRF) LA (Fafa®s) 518 -

4B KrV, BXVII-XX o i hshdf 8oy ik B o T 825 Xeyid -



SRR A R AR FET G 49
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F 1 (KU 820,V238) » AN ZEGEZK » AR AKE & Ry 5 AR - K6
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16 CHIBTJ7HEH]) > sensus communis FOEEZCEE T {E§818-22 (S8
FIERHY T ERE ) BE840 (HEESEFIBAY T HERS | BA839 [HRKAY T I
EME ) MR ) o EAEERIEARES - - BECE AR R B AY B F 0 54l

5 fl4e o KrV, AX-XI ; Prol., IV259 - ‘Prol.’ &7 (k4 E&iEn) -
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8 4 # C. H. Wenzel (2000, pp.169, 178-183) - Wenzel (2005, pp.81-86) - Wenzel (2006, pp.126-134) -

® KU 857,341 - £ 8§22 (V240) R Itfkwy T aask<rshy , (V240) -

10 £ B KU §20, 840 (V293, 295) -
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FR) SEECAIRTAGSE KIS ¢ T ELA B AT — RSO0 T PR |
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SRR ) 1 (Gemeinsinn) - HERTR B RO T L BMEL) 1 (88,

19 4 B GMS(IV3971., IV448) » Metaphysik Mrongovius (X X1X898) -
2 2 p4 KU 8VII (V191), §25 (V249) -



R AR R A B RS 53

V214) ; S5—HlE - ZORMAER A S A EER (Interesse) » JEZAAH

B IFGE BB AR —REFE B - (230 840,V296) iEfHZEK

A ETEAYERE ; BUE SRR SRR B TR R T BAERY SR E T |
(der ideale Geschmack ) = %

FRERY 8 2 — R PR A RS AR T BN MR ) HBE IR Ry A
TR 15 R HE B —(E B SR SE B AR ERYRE ST - B2 —THERIN
SERYFIER T » BIER e SR FIEN T o EAF R T RSB IREER B IRREE T |
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